
 

  

Bridge of Don Community Council Newsletter 
Welcome to the Summer issue of the Bridge of Don Community Council Newsletter. 
 
The Bridge of Don Community Council is a statutory elected body which exists to listen 
to your views and ideas and to work with our local councillors, MPs, officials, the police 
and others to tackle the local issues that concern you. It is not involved in national or 
local politics: first and foremost, it’s made up of people who care about the community, 
who want local residents and businesses to have a voice, and to encourage the feeling 
of belonging. As well as representing the community to the local authority, the Bridge 
of Don Community Council aims to facilitate activities which promote the well-being of 
the community. We need as many people as possible to get involved: new ideas and 
new members are always welcome. Everyone is encouraged to attend the monthly 
meetings if you have any concerns, information you want to share, or just to listen in to 
what’s going on. You don’t have to do, or even say anything (unless you want to) – 
please come along and find out what’s happening in the Bridge of Don! 
 

Community updates 

One of the things the community council does is to plant up 
several planters in the area, and provide hanging flower 
baskets. We are very grateful to Murcar Golf Links, Brooks-
Carter Clinic Ltd, Royal Aberdeen Golf Club, and Bridge Vets 
for donations/sponsorship this year: without such help and 
support we would be unable to cover the costs of providing 

these. Any further donations would be extremely welcome! 
 
Aberdeen City Council Countryside Ranger Service is running some super free events 
over the summer in the Bridge of Don. Join a Countryside Ranger at Scotstown Moor 
Local Nature Reserve on 13th July for a fantastic opportunity to see colourful 
dragonflies and damselflies, or on 24th August to take part in a fun family morning of shelter building with 
natural materials, where you can make a hot drink using water boiled in an outdoor kettle and get creative 
with some natural art to decorate your shelter. Or how about a ‘bat watch’ on 26th July, by Grandholm 
Bridge, when you can get an insight into the world of the bat and have a go at using a bat detector to hear 
the bats’ ultrasonic communication. For details of these and other activities, and to register, see the 
information booklet at https://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2019-
03/Outdoor%20Adventures%20Booklet.pdf 
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Westfield Park Update 

The Friends of Westfield Park have been busy over the past 
few months getting the park spruced up for summer. Gorse 
which was encroaching on the path was cut back, and then 
shredded up with the help of a tree chipper kindly organised 
by Stephen, our Community Engagement Officer, and 
operated by the Council Tree Squad. Lots of the derelict (and 
dangerous) chickenwire fencing has been removed from the 
park – a member of the Rotary Club of Aberdeen Balgownie 
provided a tractor to help haul it out, which made a huge 
difference, and looked very impressive in action.  

 
Bird boxes have gone up, litter picking and bench refurbishment activities 
are ongoing, and the climbing logs have been given a new lease of life, as 
you can see.  
The ‘Find a Fairy’ event at Easter was featured in the Evening Express and 
on BBC Radio Scotland—it was even motioned in the Scottish Parliament! 
The fairy doors are still in the park, and all the details about the fairies, 
including a map of where they are, are on Facebook 
(https://www.facebook.com/WestfieldParkBOD/) so you can go and find 
them over the summer holidays if you haven’t already. 
 
 
If you’re interested in what the group is doing, or would like to help out, 
please get in touch through Facebook. Many thanks to the Rotary Club 
and to members of the public who have helped out so much already. 

 

Health Walks 

We’re lucky, in the Bridge of Don, to have plenty of opportunities to get out for a walk in the fresh air. With 
summer now here (hopefully it’s not raining as you’re reading this!), what better time to get out for a 
wander, whether it’s along the river between the Brig o’ Balgownie and the Bridge of Don, and maybe on 
towards the beach, the other way through to Seaton Park, a stroll through the open spaces of Westfield 
Park, or a ramble over Scotstown Moor.  And if you want some company, a guide, or a bit of help, Sport 
Aberdeen runs several guided walks in the area that really do offer something for everyone.  There are 
several general social walks each week which last up to about an hour, and are paced to allow plenty of 
chatting, so no route marches! There’s a Buggy walk, aimed at those looking after babies and toddlers in 
pushchairs/ slings, which lets you stretch your legs and discuss ‘baby’ issues. Not just for Mums - Dads, 
Grannies (and of course Grandads) and child carers all welcome.  A weekly dementia friendly walk, 
for those living with dementia, their family and supporters, has walk leaders who have received additional 
training to ensure the walks have been suitably assessed and they are aware of the additional support that 
may be required. There’s also a new activity, First Steps, aimed at people who want to get active but are 
starting from the very beginning of that journey.  This has a 30 minute chair-based exercise to develop the 
muscles needed for regular walking then a short walk finishing with a cup of tea and some chat. 
 
All activities start from either the Alex Collie or Jesmond sports centres, or Danestone Community Centre. 
For more information, and times, go to https://www.sportaberdeen.co.uk/walk-aberdeen, or call 01224 
047928 
 



Scotstown Moor Local Nature Reserve 

Scotstown Moor (also known as Perwinnes Moss) has been managed as a local nature reserve since 1994. 
The reserve covers 51.8 hectares, which includes 17.5 hectares which belong to St Machar’s Cathedral, but 
come under the care of Aberdeen City Council. The moor extends from just south of Dubford Road to 
beyond the plantation to the north to the minor road linking the B997 to the B999. 
 
History 
In medieval times, the moor was part of the lands of the Bishop of Aberdeen. It was probably during this 
time that the moor became a Commonty (a common land) where people cut peat and other fuels. Each 
resident of Old Aberdeen would have had a portion of the Commonty for their use. 
During World War 2, a radio direction finding station, a watch house and a pill box were erected on the 
higher ground to the north of the moor. The remains of these buildings and trenches dug around the area 
can still be seen. In April 1943, Aberdeen was bombed heavily by the Luftwaffe, and a number of bombs 
were dropped on Scotstown Wood adjacent to the moor. 
Changes also took place to the habitats of the moor when the need for agricultural land led to the 
reclamation of much of the heathland for cattle grazing. Areas were drained, ploughed over and reseeded 
with grass and this severed the moor into two basin bogs. 
In 1972 the southern end of the moor was designated a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) for the wet 
heath and valley mire. Unfortunately, this did not save it from development when in 1980 Dubford Road 
was built, cutting the wet area in two. In 1983 the remaining area of SSSI was transferred into council 
ownership with additional land to the north acquired in 1986. 
Scotstown Moor was declared a local nature reserve in 1994 and is now managed for nature conservation 
by Aberdeen City Council Ranger Service. Aberdeen City Council manages the land belonging to St 
Machar’s Cathedral under an agreement established in 1999. This land lies to the north adjacent to the 
local nature reserve. 
 
Bog and Pond Life 
Scotstown Moor is rich in plant life now rare in the north eastern lowlands. The bog at the southern end of 
the moor contains the greatest diversity of plants. It is different from other bogs found around Aberdeen 
because the surface flushes of water contain lime and other nutrients. These drain into the bog and allow 
lime loving plants such as black bog-rush and grass of Parnassus to flourish. 
Pond life in the bog includes water beetles, pond skaters and leeches. Dragonflies and damselflies may be 
seen around the bog and pond on a sunny day. 
 
Heath and Woodland 
The heathland on top of Corse Hill supports heathland grasses such as wavy hair grass and heathland 
flowers tormentil, lousewort and heath spotted orchid. Other parts of the moor contain gorse scrub, 
providing nesting sites for birds such as yellowhammers and linnets. 
There is a strip of conifer plantation in the north providing shelter for the roe deer and nesting sites for 
birds such as wood pigeon, kestrel, great tit, blackbird and wren. 

 
And Finally... 
Scotstown Moor is a beautiful place for a walk and is very popular with dog 
walkers. On many walks around the moor with my 4-legged friend Bonnie, I have 
often wondered about the history of a well-tended dog grave on the eastern path, 
can anybody help with information? 
If you would like to become involved in the nature reserve, new committee 
members are welcome. Please contact Ian Tallboys, Aberdeen Countryside Officer 
on 01224 897400 or iant@arts-rec.aberdeen.net.uk for information. 
 

Fran Small & Jackie Ross – Bridge of Don Community Council 



Rotary in Bridge of Don – what do we do? 

A member club of Rotary International, a world-wide organisation of 
social and community service groups, our local Club, officially known as 
The Rotary Club of Aberdeen Balgownie, accomplishes a variety of 
Community Service activities, often interacting with other groups. One 
such activity was the provision of a Defibrillator unit, the cost of which 
was contributed with the results of our local fund-raising. It was installed 
at the Scotmid Co-Op on Jesmond Drive by the experts of the Bridge of 
Don and Danestone First responders.  
On a more global scale, the Rotary members participate in the Shoebox 
scheme which provides gifts for deprived families abroad. In this we are assisted by members of the public 
and especially by the students of Forehill Primary School. 
In December we carry out a major fund-raising effort, helping to marshal the customer car parking for the 
Forestry Commission at their Christmas tree sales at Tyrebagger Forest. We help keep the traffic moving, 
we set up a Santa’s grotto for the children and we conduct a collection in aid of local charities. 
One of our most rewarding activities is the organisation of the Primary School Quiz, a competition 
sponsored by Rotary Clubs all across Scotland.  The local round took place in February and was attended by 
six of the seven primary schools. The winners, Scotstown Primary, went on to the next level of the 
competition at Stonehaven. 
Still working with the primary schools, we provided adjudicators and contributed a trophy for a public-
speaking competition arranged as a transition event for those P7 classes who are scheduled to transition to 
Oldmachar Academy.  An ongoing long-term project is being supported by Rotarians working with the 
Friends of Westfield Park. The park is in need of renovation work so volunteers have helped with mending 
the footpaths, removing the gorse, picking up litter and digging out old fencing. If you’d like to join us, or 
for more information, please visit https://www.rotary-ribi.org/clubs/homepage.php?ClubID=1767   or 
https://www.facebook.com/Rotary-Club-of-Aberdeen-Balgownie-126170267460200/   

Giant Hogweed 

A reminder for when you’re out and about this summer: Giant Hogweed is a 
huge plant that can grow to 20 feet tall, and it has toxic sap. If you touch it you 
may get severe burns or blisters. If you see this plant, please report it. This can 
be to https://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/services, under Environment--Street 
Cleaning or Grounds Maintenance Enquiry, via email to 
cleanaberdeen@aberdeencity.gov.uk or on 03000 200 292 and choosing option 
4 (Environment) and then option 2 (Grounds & Parks). 

 
 
If you have something you’d like to contribute or let us know about for future newsletters, or would just 
like to comment on anything, please email us at bodccsec@btinternet.com  If any local businesses are 
interested in advertising, just drop us a line. This newsletter is also available on our Facebook and web 
sites. Our next newsletter will be the Winter/Christmas edition (out early November), so do let us know of 
any Christmas events you’d like publicised. 
 
 

Contact us: 
Email: bodccsec@btinternet.com 

Web: https://bridgeofdoncommunitycouncil.org.uk/ 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/BridgeOfDonCommunityCouncil/ 

 
 


