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Welcome to the Spring issue of the Bridge of Don Community Council Newsletter. Hopefully by the time you’re
reading this, the nights are growing longer and it’s getting a bit brighter, but just before we forget, a quick recap of
some of the things we got up to at the end of last year. Over the festive period, the community council arranged for
Christmas lights to go back up on the Bridge of Don and we got our first Christmas tree put up beside Scotstown
Medical Centre. Thanks to Grandhome Estate for donating the tree, the council for putting it up, and the surgery for
letting us use its ground. And thank you for all donations towards the lights – we don’t get much in the way of funding
from the council, and would struggle to do anything otherwise. We also bought Christmas crackers for all pupils at all
the primary schools again this year since the council no longer supplies these. We have plans to extend our festive
celebrations over the next few years, so keep an eye out for more details nearer the end of the year!
The Rotary Club also enjoyed a good effort and a great result at the end of the year, marshalling the car parking and
providing a Santa’s grotto at Tyrebagger Forest during the Forestry Commission Christmas Tree sales, where they
collected a substantial sum for local charities. Congratulations, too, to the winners of the Rotary-sponsored primary
school quiz, held at Oldmachar Academy on 11th February. After a close contest, Glashieburn Primary gained top spot
and received their trophy from Rotary Vice President Mary McLeish. Well done to all participants for their excellent
efforts and a very enjoyable evening.
Looking forward to the nicer weather, we will be revamping the planters in the Bridge of Don ready for spring
planting. Keep an eye on our Facebook page for details about the opportunity to adopt a planter, and some fundraising
ideas for this and some other projects we have in mind.
With Easter just around the corner, the Catalyst Vineyard Church will be organising an Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday
4th April from 10-11am at Buckie Park. It will be a free event for all ages and families – see
facebook.com/catalystbridgeofdon/ for details and to register.
The Friends of Westfield Park will be helping St Columba’s Church to host Easter celebrations: there will be an
‘Easter Egg Hunt in the Park’ over the Easter weekend, and an Easter Eggstravaganza! at St Columba’s on Saturday
11th April, 2-4pm for warm drinks, Easter treats, craft and egg rolling. Also, please join the Easter Family Celebration
at the church on Sunday 12th April at 10am. Bring your decorated hard-boiled eggs to roll (throw!) down the hill at the
back of the church after the service. See facebook.com/stcbod and facebook.com/WestfieldParkBOD/ for details.
Oldmachar Church will be holding special Easter services – see its Facebook page for details. They’re also offering
various events for all ages through the year, including a Community Café on Friday morning and a Living Well Cafe
on alternate Tuesday afternoons (geared for those with dementia &/or memory loss and their carers), with toddler
groups and Crafty Church sessions as well as church services. Full details on Facebook
(facebook.com/oldmacharchurchpage/), or by contacting the church office on 01224 709299, or
emailing secretary@oldmacharchurch.org (Wed-Fri 9am-12noon).
And the Bridge of Don Baptist church will be organising a Family Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday 11th April – check
Facebook (facebook.com/bodbaptist/) for details. There will also be an Easter Sunday Service at 10:45am with
refreshments served from 10:15 and children’s activities available.
Next community council meeting dates: March 17th, April 21st, May 19th, June 16th

Men’s Shed
The Bridge of Don and District Men’s Shed has a new home! Last year we said
that we were waiting for planning permission to erect temporary portacabins
beside the Alex Collie Centre. However, we were then offered an exciting
opportunity, to take over the old Guardhouse at the Gordon Barracks (initially on
a three-year lease). On 5th February we accepted the keys and have now moved
in and been hard at work making it suitable not just for our Shed Members but
also anyone local, over the age of 18.
As the first ‘open’ Men’s Shed in Aberdeen City, we plan to offer a fully
equipped workshop, with wood and metal turning lathes, bench drills, planers,
sanders and welding equipment. So there should be everything needed for our
Members to produce a wide variety of items, either for their personal use, or to sell to raise Shed funds.
Our Men’s Shed promotes a positive health message, by giving Men the opportunity to remain fit and active, both
physically and mentally, to be involved in the Community, share hands-on skills with other Men, and to cope with
changed abilities due to ageing. However, it’s not just for older Men – anyone can join us, and we’d love to see some
new (and young) faces.
We offer an open, welcoming, safe place, where Men can go and be useful, working together with others, by offering
opportunities such as •
•
•
•
•

meeting new people and making new friends
participating in something practical in the workshop
learning new skills
getting out and about and socialising more, thus reducing social isolation
contributing to the local Community, by being involved in Community projects

Don’t worry – you don’t have to be especially practical! One of the most important aspects of our Men’s Shed is a
social area, with a dedicated space for having a cup of tea or coffee and a bit of a banter and camaraderie with the
other Members. We will also be offering other activities, such as computer and first aid training, cooking
demonstrations, lending library, and social events. If you’d like more information, or would like a chat to see if this
would suit you, please do get in touch. Our Shed is situated on the right-hand side of the Gordon Barracks as you enter
the site. Please do drop in for a visit sometime.
Eric Bisset (Secretary)

bodanddmensshed@aol.com
facebook.com/BridgeofDonMensShed/

Councillors
There are four Aberdeen City Council councillors who represent the Bridge of Don area and who are available to help
with your queries and issues. Their details are given below:
Alison Alphonse

Sarah Cross

Phone: 01224 346628
Mobile: 07551 135788
aalphonse@aberdeencity.gov.uk

Phone: 01224 346626

Surgery: Scotstown Primary
School, 3rd Tuesday of each
month until 16th June, at 6.30pm

Surgery: Forehill Primary
School, 1st Monday of each
month until 1st June, at 6.00pm

Additional Committees:
Education

Additional Committees:
Robbs Trust

scross@aberdeencity.gov.uk

Jessica Mennie

John Reynolds

Phone: 01224 346625
Mobile: 07970 065055
jemennie@aberdeencity.gov.uk

Phone: 01224 523639

Surgery: Bridge of Don
Academy, 1st Wednesday of
each month, until 1st July, at
6.00pm
Additional Committees:
Audit, Risk & Scrutiny;
Licensing; Education

No surgery information available

jreynolds@aberdeencity.gov.uk

Additional Committees:
Audit, Risk & Scrutiny;
Licensing; Community Asset
Transfer; Pensions; Staff
Governance

Surgeries are not held during school holidays. Other surgeries and meetings are available by appointment – please
call.

Donmouth and Scotstown Moor Local Nature Reserves
With spring hopefully on its way this might still seem a quiet time for wildlife but our nature reserves are still full of
life. Whilst the leaves are off the trees it can be easier to spot some of the birds such as goldcrests, chaffinches, wrens
and long-tailed tits.
At Donmouth it is the best time to look out for wading birds as the tide goes out exposing
their muddy feeding grounds. Look out for redshank, oystercatchers, turnstones and if you
are lucky purple sandpipers. On the sandy shores, sanderling scurry around like clockwork
toys at the edge of the water as the waves go in and out. Over recent months the local family
of otters has been making frequent appearances at Donmouth and up the Don as far as
Persley bridge to the delight of many walkers and wildlife photographers.
Over the winter months at Scotstown Moor the Countryside Ranger Service and
volunteers have spent a lot of time clearing the invasive gorse from the southern end of
the reserve which is also a Site of Special Scientific Interest for its bog and mire plants
and associated insects. If the gorse is allowed to spread it will shade out the important
species it is designated for, such as the black bog rush, bog asphodel and the insectivorous
common butterwort (see picture). Yes, we have an insect eating plant!
Spring and summer will soon be here and there will be plenty to see and enjoy at these sites. Scotstown Moor is not
only a great place for plants but is also the British Dragonfly Society’s most northerly ‘Dragonfly Hotspot’ in the UK.
They have designated it because of the number of different kinds of dragonfly and damselfly recorded here. See
https://british-dragonflies.org.uk/sites/scotstown-moor-local-nature-reserve/ for more details.
If you are interested in helping with these nature reserves why not join the community-based committee that helps to
manage the reserves: it is just three meetings a year and one of them is an evening walk! Contact Countryside Officer
Ian Talboys at italboys@aberdeencity.gov.uk for more details. And keep an eye on the Aberdeen City Council Ranger
Service Facebook page (facebook.com/Aberdeen-City-Council-Countryside-Ranger-Service-280078812133223/) for
organised events in the Bridge of Don (and the rest of Aberdeen): everything from early morning walks along the river
to creepy crawlie investigations!

Happy Birthday, Brig o’ Balgownie
While you’re out walking by the river, give a thought to the Brig o’ Balgownie this year. Building work started on it at
the end of the thirteenth century, but it is generally accepted that it was completed in 1320, making this its 700th
birthday! It’s looking pretty good for such a mature age, although to be fair, it was quite extensively restored in the
early 17th century. There are various stories (or legends) as to who was responsible for it being built, but most seem to
involve Bishop Henry Cheyne and/or Robert the Bruce, and many agree that the latter was certainly responsible for
finishing it. It would have been a major thoroughfare north until the Bridge of Don was opened about 1830 (making it
just a sprightly 190 years old), but now it’s more of a peaceful backwater, making it the ideal spot to pause for a while
to watch the wildlife on the river.
The Brig o’ Balgownie features in Lord Byron’s poem, Don Juan:
“As 'Auld Lang Syne' brings Scotland, one and all,
Scotch plaids, Scotch snoods, the blue hills, and clear streams,
The Dee, the Don, Balgounie's brig's black wall,”

Picture courtesy of VisitAberdeenshire
https://www.visitabdn.com/listing/brig-o-balgownie

Friends of Westfield Park
Now that the fine weather is (hopefully) on the horizon, it’s time to get into the Park. The
Friends have already started on maintenance work, with some more derelict fencing removed,
and some trees near paths trimmed back to improve visibility. And the Park Fairies have started
their spring cleaning too, so the Fairy Doors from last year will
be temporarily taken down for a bit of a refurbishment where
needed. Work on the wildflower areas is well underway - now
that the area near the Harehill crossroads has been raked (that was hard work!), pupils
at Scotstown and Braehead Primaries will be planting wildflower seeds ready to plant
out in the summer. Lots more work is needed on the other areas still, so keep an eye on
the Facebook page for volunteer sessions. We could really use your help, and it’s
fantastic exercise!
The Friends were delighted to receive an award at the end of last year from It’s Your Neighbourhood. This is a
flagship programme of Keep Scotland Beautiful, a community environmental improvement initiative managed in
partnership with the Royal Horticultural Society under the Britain in Bloom Campaign. The Friends have progressed
from Improving to Thriving, based on the improvements that have been carried out and events held during 2019, and
it really couldn’t have happened without the help of all our volunteers, so thank you to everyone who has come along
to help pick litter, rake grass, plant bulbs, or listen to bats on a cold evening. There will be lots more to do and enjoy
this year! Keep an eye on Facebook (facebook.com/WestfieldParkBOD/) for details.

About us
The Bridge of Don Community Council needs your input! Primarily, we’re here to represent the local community in
dealings with local authorities and to work with our local councillors, MPs, officials, the police and others to tackle
the local issues that concern you. We want to make the Bridge of Don an excellent place to live, to encourage the
feeling of belonging and to facilitate activities which promote the wellbeing of the community. But we need more people to get involved, to
tell us what’s needed, bring in new ideas, or just let us know what’s
going on.
You don’t have to join the community council (although you’d be very
welcome): please just come along to some of our monthly meetings if
you have any concerns, information you want to share, things you think
we should be doing, or just to listen in to what’s going on. You don’t
have to do, or even say anything (unless you want to) – please pop along
or get in touch and find out what’s happening in the Bridge of Don.
Details of meetings are on our website, and we put up information we
think will be useful there and on our Facebook page.
This newsletter is distributed round local churches, surgeries, dentists,
shops, social clubs and the library. It’s also available online on our
website. If you have something you’d like to contribute or let us know
about for future newsletters (we have three per year in the Spring
(March), Summer (June) and Winter (November)), or would just like to
comment on anything, please email us at bodccsec@btinternet.com If
any local businesses are interested in advertising, just drop us a line.

Contact us:
Email: bodccsec@btinternet.com
Web: https://bridgeofdoncommunitycouncil.org.uk/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/BridgeOfDonCommunityCouncil/

