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MINUTES OF MEETING: TUESDAY 21st FEBRUARY 2023
AT SCOTSTOWN PRIMARY SCHOOL


Present:  Jane Adam, Stella Adam, Isobyl McLeod, Jennie Miller, Karen Pratt, Jackie Ross, Louise Simmons, Fran Small, Helen Young

ACC Councillors: Cllr Alphonse, Cllr Mennie

Police: none

Members of Public: three members of the public attended

Apologies: Shelagh Melvin, Cllr Ali, Cllr Cross


Meeting chaired by Karen Pratt 

                                                                                                                                                                                 
Minutes from January 2023 - Proposed Isobyl McLeod
                                                   Seconded Stella Adam
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
	1
	Attendance and Apologies –- as noted above. 

	ACTION

	2
	Public queries – 

There is a lot of concern re speeding and inconsiderate parking on Braehead Way particularly during school drop-off/pick-up times, though high speeds have been noted at all times. Member of public has reported this to police, council and local councillors and had no useful response. We will contact our police contact, and also the council roads department. Cllr Mennie has committed to raising with council and police.


A question was raised about the old BoD Academy site, which has now been left derelict for several years. Land is now owned by NESCOL, which does not seem interested in selling or developing the land. When we raised this some time back, NESCOL committed to at least tidying the ground up, but this has not happened. We will chase them up and try to get meeting with representatives to discuss the future of the area. Cllr Alphonse mentioned that she had raised this with the council, but it does not appear to be a priority, as it is no longer council-owned land.
It was also noted that buildings/rooms in the Barracks, also owned by NESCOL, are sitting unused, which is a real waste. 
	

IMcL/ Cllr Mennie






IMcL

	3
	Police Report –

None received


	

	4
	Councillor Reports – It was agreed that councillors would send in a brief report via email a few days before CC meetings so that we can read these before meetings and make discussions more efficient.

No reports were received.

	



	5
	Matters Arising from Minutes –

Cllr Cross – faulty street light on Jesmond Drive, and bollard on Parkway that needs to be replaced - ongoing


Bridge lampposts – ongoing. Cllr Ali has agreed to investigate.

Children 1st – ongoing

Windfarm – ongoing. Isobyl will chase.


Scotstown Moor sign – Council has said that there are no resources to put in new sign, but that CC cannot do it as it would not fit with city-wide format. Isobyl to contact Planning. Do we have a photo of the old sign?


Living Christmas tree – No luck with David. Stella will contact company that provided St Columba’s tree and find out if they can supply living trees. It was discussed locating this where the CC Christmas tree has been put, in Scotstown Medical Centre grounds instead of WFP, as this would mean we don’t need to buy a cut tree. Jane to contact surgery for permission.
 
Thomas Glover – Isobyl to chase to find out status/options. Cllr Alphonse still trying to get site visit.

Resilience – Karen met with Fiona.

	
Cllr Cross


Cllr Ali

IMcL
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	6
	Treasurer’s Report - 

Treasurer’s Report 21st February 2023

Total Balance as of today’s date is £4516.90 BODCC £4365.75 ABBOD £151.15

There have been no transactions since last report. 

The 2 cheques that had not been cashed that I mentioned January report, Scotstown School was cashed on 23rd January and Oldmachar Academy one still has not been cashed. I did write to Oldmachar Academy and they acknowledged that they had received the cheque and it would be cashed before the end of this month. 

I am still waiting for invoice for the Christmas lights, which I require in order to send receipts for the Coastal Community Grant we received. I left another message with Scotia Animations today

The costs of the flower baskets this year is £61.50 per basket + vat = £73.80
24 baskets would cost £1771.20. I have set aside £1800 for these but would intend to ask for donations from companies towards to cost. The other option would be for only ordering 12 baskets. What do you think?


Stella Adam
Treasurer

It was agreed that we would like to still have 24 baskets. More fundraising will be likely required.


	












	7
	Planning – 

Nothing of significance.
	




	8
	Reports – 

FWP: Sensory Garden – Sensory Garden planning progressing. Four groups have committed to taking on beds to plan and plant. Awaiting confirmation via council re surfacing works. Planning application for storage container is in – hoping for it to be approved by council before funding cut-off date. AGM held, with review of last year and plans for this.

Reserves: nothing to report

CC Forum:  nothing to report

Health & Social Care: nothing to report

Better BoD: Plan to hold Kings Coronation picnic on Sunday 7th May. Two venues: East Woodcroft Park play area, and Westfield Park. Like last year, will be a BYO event, but plan to have Mr Whippy in attendance, A mobile coffee cart was also mentioned. Have agreed there will be another Christmas Light Switch-On at St Columbas.


	



	9
	Correspondence – 
To: Councillor Allan, Convener; Councillor Houghton, Vice Convener; and Councillors
Allard, Cameron, Copland, Delaney, Graham, Macdonald and Reynolds.
Trade   Union   Advisers:   Carole   Thorpe   and   Ron   Constable   (EIS);   Mike
Middleton
and Brenda Murdoch (GMB); Sid Sandison and Thomas Whyte (SSTA);
Kenny
Luke   and   Alison   Robertson   (UNISON);   Joe   Craig   and   Mishelle   Gray
(UNITE); and
Rob Stephen and 1 vacancy (VOICE).
Town House,
ABERDEEN, 21 June 2018
Staff Governance Commi
Correspondence List – 17 January (post 6.30pm) – 21 February 2023

E-Mail - A.C.C. - Agendas – Audit, Risk and Scrutiny Committee 2 February
                                             Planning Development Management Committee 9 February
             Weekly Planning Lists
             Karen Finch CCLO – Webinar re Community Map Scotland (2)
                                               March CCF – Hybrid Meeting
                                               Consultation Open - Revised Children’s Services Strategic Plan 2023-26
             Gale Beattie – Re Windfarms Query – Passed on to relevant officer
             Laura Mearns – Community Walkabout
             Licensing – Kiltwalk – JA
             Okwanuzor Akerele – CALA Procession - circulated
Aberdeen Community Council Forum – Notice of February Meeting - Teams
Ads/Promos/Articles – Turfmatters2017 (8); PSE Online (31); Broxap; Glasdon; Plantscape (4); Texthelp (5);
                                     Fresh Air Fitness (2); Highways Magazine (2); Eon Energy; Proludic; Dropbox; 
                                     Flagmakers (2); highstreetsafari.com; JACS Uk; Insigniauk (2); Bannerbox;
Bulletins/Newsletters – Turfmatters2017; ACVO; PSE; Rail Technology; GovLaunch; Governmentevents;
                                     Scottish Community Alliance; PSN;
GovernmentNewsDirect - Demystifying Smarter Working In The Public Sector
                                         Smarter Working  Live 2023
Holyrood Insights – Menopause in the Workplace Conference (2)
                                Mental Health and Wellbeing at Work Scotland Conference (3)
Westminster Insights – Women at Work
Neighbourhood Alert – Electrical Safety Information – How Safe is Your House (2) – second to correct link given
                                        Electrical Safety First - The UK's Electrical Safety Experts
                                     Scam Share Bulletins – 19/1; 26/1; 11/2; 19/2;
                                     Aberdeen House Break Ins
                                     Electrical Safety - More Than Half of All House Fires Start in The Kitchen
                                     Motor Bike Thefts in Aberdeen
                                     Electrical Safety - Sub-standard and Counterfeit Electrical Plugs Can Be Deadly
                                     Local Police Plan 2023-2026
                                     Livestock Worrying Incident near Stonehaven
                                     Electrical Safety – How to Check your Plugs are Safe
                                     Electrical Safety – Saving Money While Staying Safe
                                     Theft from Home in Newtonhill – 1 February
                                     Electrical Safety – Don’t Die for DIY
                                     Housebreaking in Stonehaven
                                     Two Aberdeenshire residents lose 4 figure sums in WhatsApp frauds
                                         Free entry to our online security webinars as we join Cyber Scotland Week
		           Electrical Safety First - Product Safety - Appliances - Products - Tools – Gadgets
                                     Cyber Byte Bulletin - February 2023
                                     Facebook Marketplace Scams
                                     Rural Matters Newsletter February 2023
                                     Sub-Standard Work from Roofing and Domestic Maintenance Companies
                                     Electrical Safety First – Advice for Carers
                                     Electrical Safety First - Tell us Your Experiences - Have You Stayed Safe or Have Things                    Gone Wrong? (2)
                                     Have you Registered for Our Online Security Webinars as Part of Cyber Scotland Week
                                    Car Crime and Security
                                    Disasters Emergency Committee Appeal - How to Make Donations - How Avoid        Scammmers From Profiting
                                   Garage break Ins
                                   Electrical Safety First -Check It Out - 4 Million UK Shoppers Buy Fake Electrical Products
                                   North East Cycle Security 2023 Campaign
                                   Electrical Safety First – Extensions and Cables – Be Aware of the Dangers
                                  One Week Left to Sign Up for Our Online Security Webinars
                                  Electrical Safety First – Product Recalls & Safety Notices – Product Registration


Police – Re No 1 bus route diversion / Cars exiting onto King Street from Seaton Drive

Cllr Cross – Re points for Cllr Action – passed to officers for response
                    Scotstown Moor Sign
                    Lights on Bridge of Don
                    No1 Bus Route Diversion
                    Green Belt Query
                    On medical leave

Cllr Ali – Snow coming (7)
              Re points for Cllr Action
              Lights on Bridge of Don
              No1 Bus Route Diversion
              Refuse and Recycling update
              New Temporary Traffic Order - Ellon Road until 24/12/23
              New Temporary Traffic Lights – Denmore Road
              New Temporary Traffic Order – Whitestripes Road
              New Temporary Traffic Lights – Dubford Road
              Changes to Temporary Traffic Order – Jesmond Drive
              New temporary Traffic Lights – Scotstown Road

Cllr Alphonse – Re Resident concern re traffic exiting Seaton Drive onto King Street
                          Old Academy Site (2)

Cllr McLellan (Seaton) - Re Resident concern re traffic exiting Seaton Drive onto King Street

Cllr Mennie - Old Academy Site
BoDA Principal PE Teacher – Re Astroturf
Hermes Bridge of Don – Re Astroturf
Resident – Re No 1 Bus Diversion
Zurich – Re Coronation Weekend
Resident – Re Old Academy Site
Ella Chandler – Pre Planning Consultation – KP
Shell Kelly - Pre Planning Consultation – KP
SSEN – Digital Strategy and Action Plan Webinar
Resident – Re meeting (2)

Considered As Spam
BT– Bill is ready (2); New Bill; Final Reminder;
Facebook – Change of Password
Renew TV License NOW
 Your bill (3); Terms of Service (3); Updating our terms; 

Email with letter attachment sent – 
17/1 Points for Cllr action – Read by Cllr Cross – 17/1  Read by Cllr Ali – 17/1

Emails forwarded for Cllr action
17/1 – Re No 1 bus
           Snow/Gritting – Lee Crescent

Emails sent 
17/1 Cllrs – re reports
        Cllrs – re lights along with reference number which was originally sent in October and actioned
        Gale Beattie – re non response re Windfarms query
        Resident - buses
        Karen Finch – contact details for Richard Sweetnam

Re Scotstown Moor Sign – 
The Bridge of Don Community Council have already been told that, at this time, a replacement sign will not happen due to resource constraints. Additionally there are forestry works planed for Scotstown Moor LNR that have the potential for damaging signage. While school-designed signage might be popular we would not pursue this, as a standardised corporate design for ACC signage is preferred.

Re Lights on Bridge – 
This work has been put forward to be completed this year. However, this will be dependent on what monetary settlement we are awarded in the upcoming financial year. The budget has not yet been awarded.
I hope that this information is helpful and I apologize again for the time this has taken and the inconvenience caused.

Re No1 Bus Diversion – 
The Operations and Protective Services service has provided the following response:-

I am sorry to hear of the difficulties your constituent is experiencing due to the diversion in place for bus services on Balgownie Road.

There are currently essential gas works taking place on Balgownie Road, between Hillhead Cottages and The Parkway, which has resulted in a one way closure for southbound traffic. As a result, bus services have had to be diverted. This is unavoidable as buses could not safely pass the gas works being undertaken.

To minimise the impact on passengers, First are diverting the service 1 via The Parkway, Scotstown Road, Braehead Way and re-joining the normal route on Bodachra Road. Due to the diversion, 2 bus stops are not being served, on Balgownie Road at the Parkway and Braehead Way at Barbour Brae. This does result in an additional walk of up to 450 metres for bus passengers to access the next stop on Bodachra Road.

Whilst the works have been noted as finishing on 22 January, it is hoped that works will be completed prior to this date.

I am sorry for the disruption caused, but this is unfortunately unavoidable due to essential gas works and all steps have been undertaken to mitigate the impact for bus passengers.

Good morning Councillor Ali
 
I am sorry to hear of the difficulties your constituent was experiencing due to the diversion planned for bus services on Balgownie Road.
There were essential gas works taking place on Balgownie Road, between Hillhead Cottages and The Parkway, which resulted in a one-way closure for southbound traffic. As a result, bus services had to be diverted. This was unavoidable as buses could not safely pass the gas works being undertaken.
 
When the Traffic Order was issued, the Council’s Transport Unit contacted First Bus with regards to any planned re-routing of their No.1 service.
 
To minimise the impact on passengers, First diverted the service 1 via The Parkway, Scotstown Road, Braehead Way, re-joining the normal route on Bodachra Road.  Due to the diversion, 2 bus stops were not served – on Balgownie Road at the Parkway and Braehead Way at Barbour Brae. This did result in an additional walk of up to 450 metres for some bus passengers to access the next stop on Bodachra Road.
 
It was then incumbent on First Bus to publish their diverted routes via their social media outlets.
 
I am sorry for the disruption caused, but this was unfortunately unavoidable due to essential gas works and all steps were undertaken to mitigate the impact for bus passengers.


Re Green Belt Query – 
The Council is required to ensure that all areas of land within the local authority boundary are included within a primary school catchment area and a secondary school catchment area, regardless of whether those areas include any residential housing, and regardless of whether there is any likelihood in future of those areas including any residential housing. This means that all areas of greenbelt land in the city will be included in school catchment areas.

The recent consultation on the Greenbrae School catchment area was required to address a short term issue with pupil numbers at the school. Longer term, catchment areas for the wider area are likely to be considered for review as part of the forthcoming feasibility study on reducing the number of primary schools in Oldmachar.

Re Traffic exiting Seaton Drive onto King Street 
Response to Members’ Enquiry Ref. : FS-Case-480852040 /
Summary: Seaton Drive, drivers ignoring no right turn
Constituent Details (if provided):  

On 24th January 2023 you submitted the above enquiry.

The Operations and Protective Services service has provided the following response:-

Dear Councillor McLellan

Thank you for your recent correspondence regarding information from one of your constituents with regards to drivers contravening a ‘no right turn’ at the Seaton Drive/King Street junction and the request for Aberdeen City Council to make enquiries to see if any measures could be put in place to help prevent this.

I have conducted several site visits and noted driver behaviour at different times of the day/week. Out with events at Pittodrie, compliance is very good and in line with what we would expect as it’s a route used mainly by local residents. However, during events at Pittodrie, several vehicles were seen to contravene the ‘no right turn’ over a thirty minute ‘dispersal’ time. As stated in your correspondence, I would direct your constituent to report this to the Local Policing Unit for attention as and when their resources permit. If this junction was Policed over several events, I feel this would resolve the issue as I’m of the opinion it will be the same drivers carrying out the same manoeuvres as part of their commute from the event.

An issue I did identify however, was the worn state of repair of the road markings at the junction. These consist of the ‘give way’ junction markings along with large ‘left turn’ lettering and associated arrow. I have highlighted this to our maintenance team and they are going to have these markings refreshed.

I trust the above explains our position and will help you respond to your constituent.

Thank you.
To: Councillor Allan, Convener; Councillor Houghton, Vice Convener; and Councillors
Allard, Cameron, Copland, Delaney, Graham, Macdonald and Reynolds.
Trade   Union   Advisers:   Carole   Thorpe   and   Ron   Constable   (EIS);   Mike
Middleton
and Brenda Murdoch (GMB); Sid Sandison and Thomas Whyte (SSTA);
Kenny
Luke   and   Alison   Robertson   (UNISON);   Joe   Craig   and   Mishelle   Gray
(UNITE); and
Rob Stephen and 1 vacancy (VOICE).
Town House,
ABERDEEN, 21 June 2018
Staff Governance Commi
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	A.O.C.B.

Ashwood/Woodcroft planters – the group have asked if the community council would be able to fund another planter(s) for the Ashwood Road and Woodcroft Avenue junction and/or opposite to the existing one at the Woodcroft Road and Jesmond Drive junction. It was agreed that we would arrange for one for Ashwood Road/Woodcroft Avenue in late April time (when the Mens Shed have finished working on the Sensory Garden). Louise will get confirmed costs in April when Eric is back, and will confirm to group.

Astro turf pitch – we have been contacted by BoD Academy and Hermes re getting an Astro turf pitch and floodlights in Westfield Park. The Academy/Hermes would do all funding/arrangements. We are in general supportive, but have a query round exactly where the proposed area would be. Also would ask that the Friends of Westfield Park and local residents be contacted. Isobyl to reply.

Old Academy grounds – see above.

CALA procession – CALA is organising a series of walks in support of mental health. While we are in favour of this, there is a concern round information that states that a car would accompany the walkers. It looks as if this vehicle would be driving alongside, which we believe would cause significant disruption on roads like the Parkway. Isobyl to seek clarification.

Litter picking – it was raised that the stretch of the Ellon Road between the Parkway and B&Q roundabouts is in need of cleaning up. Isobyl to report to councillors. Could unpaid workers help?

	


LS
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	Next meeting – 
Tuesday 21st March at Scotstown Primary School

	


Next meetings: 21st Mar, 18th Apr, 16th May, 20th June
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